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In Prison 


There were 2,709 conscientious objectors 
in Federal Prisons on Feb. 3, according to 
NSBRO figures. 

Of this total, the Advisory Section an- 
nounced, 1,815 were Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and 894 belonged to other or no denomina- 
tion. The tabulation was based on Federal 
Bureau of Prison records as to whick men 
in prison claimed conscientious objections. 

An estimated 500 additional objectors 
have already served their terms and been 
released, bringing the total CO prison sen- 
tences under the Selective Scrvice Act to 
about 3,200 to date. 

This is about half the 6,366 sentences 
handed down for all types of violations of 
the Act so far. 

The total number of COs in prison is 
continuing to rise, the Federal Bureau said, 
because of the generally longer sentences 
now being meted out and because the num- 
ber of releases and paroles is still below 
the number of new prisoners. 

COs are now being sent to prison at the 
rate of 200 a month. About 75 per cent of 
these are Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Aside from the number of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, whom the Bureau considers as a 
separate problem, no reliable denomina- 
tional figures were available. 


New Sentences 


Between Jan. 24 and Feb. 7, a total of 
91 men designated as COs by the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons were imprisoned for 
violations of the Selective Service Act. Of 
the total, 79 were Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

The list included Theodore C. Detwiler 
and Robert P. Gowell who walked out of 
Mancos. Both were sentenced to one year. 


CPS Pay 


The NSBRO is asking Selective Service 
to request a Comptroller General ruling on 
whether or not men in special projects can 
keep up to $50 a month of their wages. 

In a letter to Colonel Edward S. Shat- 
tuck,, Paul Comly French quoted an in- 
formal opinion of the Comptroller General 
that wages paid COs from non-govern- 
ment funds were not necessarily under his 
jurisdiction. 

Paul French also pointed to the specific 
authorization in the law for such pay- 
ment. 

The letter follows: 

“Many conscientious objectors have been 
in CPS camps for a considerable period and, 
as you know, no provision has been made 
for payment of IV-E registrants. We 
realize that procuring such funds through 
legislative channels is a difficult process. 
It is our understanding, however, that there 
is no reason why assignees on detached 
service who are employed by state gov- 
ernments and private parties should not 
receive remuneration for their work not in 
excess of base army pay. 

“An examination of the various rulings 
made in CO cases by the Comptroller 
General reveals that Mr. Warren has never 
ruled specifically on the point of whether 
or not individual COs not in the service of 
the Federal government may receive base 

(Continued on page 2) 


Government Notes 


The standards for farm deferments may 
be tightened considerably, Selective Service 
warned last week. 

In a newspaper release, SS declared that 
for the coming agricultural season 16 units 
may be set as a minimum rather than a 
guide. Those without 16 units may auto- 
matically be considered unessential. 

Selective Service pointed out in particular 
that as a result of the Tydings (farm defer- 
ment) amendment, 1,700,000 men have been 
placed in II-C and III-C. Of these about 
1,000,000 are non-fathers, including 400,000 
under 22 years old. 

“It is logical,” said Commander Patrick 
H. Winston, “that we can ill afford to 
further defer farm registrants whose pro- 
duction does not substantially exceed their 
family consumption and add to the nation’s 
food supply.” 


IV-F Deferments 


Registrants in class IV-F will also be sub- 
ject to review, it was announced. Two fac- 
tors were cited as contributing causes: 

The five-man commission appointed by 
the President to study military physical 
standards is expected to recommend that 
certain present requirements be relaxed. 
This would permit induction of a Jarger 
percentage of registrants and result in the 
re-examination of all present IV-Fs who 
are considered borderline cases. 

At the same time, it was reported that 
military induction stations have asked for 
another examination of men deferred for 
psychoneurotic reasons. This was reputedly 
as the result of FBI disclosures that num- 
bers of men have successfully faked mental 
disorders. 


Weiss Bill 


bd Congressman Samuel A. Weiss (Pa.) has 
introduced into Congress a bill to give army 
commissions to members of Selective Serv- 
ice local boards. The commissions would 
range from second lieutenants to lieutenant- 
colonels depending on length of service, but 
none would be entitled to army pay or 
benefits. 
(Continued on page 2) 


CPS Cost 


As of Jan. 1, 1944, the estimated cost 
of CPS to the churches was $3,588,533.20. 

No exact figures as to the cost to the 
government were available, but the total 
would probably run between two and three 
million dollars. 

Selective Service budget requests in con- 
nection with the CPS program add up to 
about $2,700,000. It pointed out, however, 
that these appropriations were not always 
entirely spent. 

Chief expense to Selective Service is the 
maintenance of the work programs, superin- 
tendents’ salaries, equipment, etc. 

The Historic Peace Churches paid the 
following estimated amounts for their own 
members: 


Mennonites $1,466 257.80 
Brethren 450,086.77 
Friends 359,065.31 

while the cost of the non-peace church men 


was $1,313,12332. 


I-A-O Study 


The NSBRO Board of Directors has de- 
cided to follow up indications that there 
may be far more I-A-Os than is generally 
suspected, perhaps 100,000 or more. 

The Board has authorized the appoint- 
ment of Winslow Ames for 30 days to be- 
gin preliminary work on a study of the 
situation, to discover, if possible, how many 
there are and what, if anything, can be done 
for them. 

Ames, who is connected with Arthur 
Morgan’s Community Service, Inc., and 
well known in CPS camps, is spending the 
month of February in Washigton prepar- 
ing the ground-work for the study. 

Estimates as to the number of men who 
have elected to take noncombatant military 
service vary considerably, Ames revealed. 
Some of the estimates are: 

Aug. 21, 1942, Selective Service, 
“according to records available.” 

Nov. 30, 1942, War Department (after a 
query from the NSBRO), 3,067. 

Jan. 18, 1943, Time Magazine (without 
quoting its source), about 5,500. 

Feb. 17, 1943, War Department, 4,500. 

Both Ames and the NSBRO feel that 
these estimates are low, that 50,000 would 
be a more reasonable minimum. This is 
based on the following indications: 

The Seventh Day Adventists whose of- 
ficial position is I-A-O reveal that they have 
10,000 men in military service, about 8,000 
of whom are classified I-A-O and almost 
all of whom, regardless of classification, are 
doing noncombatant service in the medical 


6,577 


corps. 

The Church of the Brethren has 9,500 
men in military service although it does not 
know as yet how many of these are I-A-O. 


Merlin Shull who heads the BSC’s 
“Ministry to Servicemen” is now attempt- 
ing to break down the figures. 

The Associated Bible Students, fore- 
runners of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, report 
they have 2,000 I-A-Os, and the Church of 
God in Christ said “many” of its members 
have accepted this classification. 

I-A-O soldiers themselves estimate 100,- 
000 or more on the basis of the frequency 
Sar a they report they run into other 
I-A-Os. 


Other Figures Indefinite 


No figures were available from other 
church groups, some of whom may be ex- 
pected to have similar I-A-O percentages. 
Ames and Dr. E. LeRoy Dakin, NSBRO’s 
travelling secretary to the churches, were 
attempting to get more complete and 
definite figures. 

“Both the War Department and Selec- 


(Continued on page 2) 


The Needle? 


The phrase “conscientious objectors” is 
too difficult for the mentally backward in- 
mates of the Pennhurst State Training 
School, Spring City, Pa. 

So they let it go at “injectors,” a term 
which the regular staff has also adopted. 

“No harm meant or received” reports our 
Pennhurst correspondent. 
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Government Notes—(from page 1) 


The present Selective Service Act pro- 
vides that local boards shall be entirely 
civilian, although any new act would auto- 
matically change this restriction. Strong 
doubts were expressed that the bill would 
pass. 


Soldier Vote 


The Soldier Vote bill has been rewritten, 
amended and bitterly contested in both 
House and Senate. To date however, the 
Society of Friends is still included. 

As the bill now stands, whatever voting 
privileges are extended to U. S. overseas 
forces will also be offered to “persons serv- 
ing with the American Red Cross, the 
Society of Friends, the Women’s Auxiliary 
Service Pilots and the United Service Or- 
ganizations” who are serving outside the 
country. 

The Society of Friends and Red Cross 
were included by Senator Aiken (Vt.) who 
said the names had been given him by 
the War Department. 


Another Mention 


The Society of Friends was also men- 
tioned in the House recently by Congress- 
Woman Jessie Sumner (Ill.) in a speech 
opposing the appropriation for the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabiliation Ad- 
ministration. 

“The safe and sane way to aid German 
war victims,” she said, “is to conduct a 
drive for voluntary contributions paid for 
by our generation. . . . Let it be distributed 
by the Red Cross, the Quakers and other 
practical, non-political, righteous organiza- 
tions.” 


New Regulation 


A new Selective Service regulation ex- 
tends from 10 to 30 days the time for ap- 
peal from a local board classification if the 
registrant has moved to another part of the 
country, to Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico or 
the Virgin Islands. 


I-A-O Study—(jfrom page 1) 


tive Service admit that they do not have 
complete I-A-O figures,” Ames stated. 
“We hope to get more definite information 
from them, particularly from the army’s 
induction stations, but meanwhile we in- 
tend to get as much as we can from the 
churches involved.” 

Other ways in which the NSBRO might 
be of help would depend naturally on local 


situations, he said, pointing out that 41 

Seventh Day Adventist soldiers had been 

court martialled to date, almost all of them 

ys the result of refusal to work on Satur- 
ys. : 


Sentences Withdrawn 


Because the Adventists keep in close con- 
tact with their men through their Com- 
mission on National Service and Medical 
Cadet Training, the headquarters office was 
able to aid the army in enforcing its stand- 
ing rule to respect such beliefs. 

As a result, 40 of the sentences were 
withdrawn and the other was cut down. 


Aside from the Adventists, the Brethren 
Service Committee now attempts to main- 
tain closer overall relationship with its 
I-A-Os than any other group. 


CPS Pay—(from page 1) 


army pay. Public Law 135, approved July 
12, 1943, would seem to provide for such 
payment where possible: 

“*Provided that such amounts as may be 
necessary shall be available for the plan- 
ning, directing, and operation of a program 
of work of national importance under civil- 
ian direction . . . and including also the 
pay and allowances of such individuals at 
rates not in excess of those paid to persons 
inducted into the Army under the Selective 
Service System, and such privileges as are 
accorded such inductees. . .’ 


Unofficial Opinion 


“In a letter written by the Comptroller 
General to an assignee under date of Dec. 
8, 1942, it is stated in part: 

“‘Furthermore, the question of what 
amounts should be paid to COs is one 
primarily for the administrative considera- 
tion of the Director, Selective Service 
System, rather than of this office.’ 

“We understand that a favorable decision 
as regards payment would not apply to men 
working for the federal government in the 
absence of an express provision by Con- 
gress. 

“We believe that in view of the depend- 
ency situation, and the continuation of 
service beyond the original one year train- 
ing program, that it is important that men 
working for farmers and other non-govern- 
mental individuals and groups should be 
permitted to retain pay up to but not ex- 
ceeding the base pay of men in the land 
and naval forces. 

“In line with this, we would appreciate 
it if the Selective Service System could 
ask the Comptroller General for a specific 
ruling on whether there is anything in the 
law that, in his official opinion, prohibits 
men so assigned from personally retain- 
ing wages not exceeding $50 a month.” 


Four Rulings 


The Comptroller General, to date, has 
made four rulings in regard to CPS men. 
His first stated that the earnings of men 
on farms could not be used by the ad- 
ministrative agencies for relief purposes; 
the second that the same earnings could 
not be used to help defray the costs of 
CPS. } 

The third ruled that there was no au- 
thority for the Department of Commerce to 
pay its CPS assignees $5 a month over 
maintenance costs, and the fourth over- 
ruled the third, stating that the $5 could be 
paid if it were regarded in general as 
part of the maintenance. 


Discharges 


The following men have been discharged 
or authorized for discharge: 
For Military Service 

Chenango Govaty, N. Y. (CPS Farmer): Wilmer 


J. Rentsch, 
Colony, Va., Hospital: Frank J. Kovac, IAO. 
Concord, N. H., Hos: = Arthur P. Stabler, IA. 


Elkton: Hugo Vietz 

Grottoes: Joseph ff IAO. 

Luray: Edward Hardeshell, Unknown. 

a ge Lage Md., (CPS Farmer): Nor- 
man V. Card. 0. 

Wellston : Harold rT Smith, 1AO. 

For Physical Disability 

Big Flats: Carl W. Cottam, Jr. 

Coleville: Jimmie J. Smith, 
Whittlesey. 

Colorado Springs: Paul Horn. 

Delaware County, N. Y., (CPS Farmer): Whitall 
N. Perry. 

Denison: David W. Nickel. 

Fort Collins: Henry E. Nachtigal 

ag = James M. Marrett, Jr., Joseph R. 


Hn oie: Robert L. Fetters. 

Luray: Christian E. Miller, Peter E. Miller. 
Lyndhurst: Joseph W. Leberman, Jr. 
Mancos: Jesse P. Camp, Jr. 

Mt. Weather: John H. Denton. 

Norristown, Pa., Hospital: Otto N. Pauls. 
Trenton: Francis J. Gorney. 


For Occ P : 1p 
Colorado Springs: 
Hagerstown: John 

Walked Out 


Belton: Robert Jacobson. 
Terry: Harold Whiteney. 
Three Rivers: Harwood 8. Watson. 


Wellington W. 








Elwyn F. Brenneman. 
H. Wagler. 


Spectal Projects 


Selective Service has notified the ad- 
ministrative agencies that no new special 
projects, or increases in present projects will 
be approved until the summer strength 
minimums are filled in the base camps. 

Vacancies in units already approved may 
be filled. 

The summer strength minimums in the 
30 base: church camps total 4,475 men, 712 
more than the 3,763 men in the camps on 
Jan. 31. This means that special projects 
will be frozen until there is a net gain of 
712 men in CPS. 

An additional problem is the fact that 
the situation varies with the different 
agencies. Friends camps are already over 
the desired strength, but Brethren are 180 
short and Mennonites 540 short. The 
Executive Camp Directors are now at- 
tempting to iron out the discrepancy. 

During the past four months, 952 men 
rh transferred to special projects, as fol- 
ows: 


Methodists ............ Oe dees 3 
Catholic ght oe whe as 8 
Brethren ; 255 
Friends 315 
Mennonite ............. 371 

Total 952 


CPS Reserve 


Selective Service has also advised the 
NSBRO that, until further notice, no men 
would be released into the CPS Reserve for 
men over 38. No reasons were given. 


Statistics 


Numerically speaking, mental hospitals 
moved up last month into first place among 
CPS projects. 

The Jan. 31 listing showed 1,358 men 
working in 37 mental hospitals, not includ- 
ing the 183 men in training schools and 84 
men in general hospitals. 

Forestry Service, which had been in first 
place almost from’ the beginning, included 
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1,344 men, followed by the Soil Conserva- 
tion Service with 1,259. 
The complete listing: 


Base Camps 

Forest Service ............ 1,344 
Soil Conservation 1,259 
National Park Service 655 
Bureau of Reclamation 289 
Farm Security Administration 266 
General Land Office .......... . 135 

Total Aiea 3,948 

Special Projects 

Mental Hospitals ae 1,358 
Dairy Farms aS bis 471 
Training Schools ‘ . 18 
Dairy Herd Testers ..... FO 118 
Ag. Experiment Stations 112 
OSRD “Guinea Pigs”........ . 102 
General Hospitals .............. 84 
Florida Health Projects ............ 81 
Administrative Detached Service .. 65 
Mt. Weather ow an Shes Ss eee 63 
Pavacieuiia Weld. <<. 6. dace nce vs oes 44 
gt SS ee Sears 7 a 45 
Coast and Geodetic nw ; pans 41 
Miscellaneous Tatty. nag ee 79 

RS sil ete rex Oe ee 2,846 

Total in CPS........ 6,794 

Total in CPS Jan. 17....... 6,726 

Total in CPS Jan. 1............. 6,725 


Re-E mployment 


see meeting of the three peace church 
agencies and the NSBRO, Feb. 7, recom- 
mended that seven CPS assignees be 
selected for reemployment work with the 
research unit at 4035 Spruce St., Philadel- 
yhia. 

: If approved by the NSBRO board and 
by Selective Service, one man would be 
assigned to help the administrative agencies 
formulate their financial aid programs; one 
man would study postwar opportunities in 
rural communities and another would 
undertake the same type of research for 
urban vocations. Plans call for another 
assignee to analyze the personnel informa- 
tion gathered by the agencies and the NSB, 
and to analyze the postwar occupational 
desires of the men. 

Another assignee would do research on 
postwar educational facilities that may be 
available in colleges or in practical voca- 
tional training. He would also explore the 
possibilities of college credits for CPS ex- 
perience. 

One or two assignees would work in 
Washington, studying government demobi- 
lization plans and employment trends. 

Personnel Information 

The three peace church agencies would 
undertake to compile complete personnel 
information of the men in their camps, 
while the assignees working in Washington 
will collect similar information for men 
under other agencies, in prisons, CO’s in 
4F and, if possible, of men in IAO. 

The entire unit will be under the admin- 
istration of the National Service Board and 
will be responsible directly to the Execu- 
tive Secretary. ‘ 

Each administrative agency will nom- 
inate inen for these positions and it is 
expected that the final selection will be 
made by representatives of all agencies and 
the NSBRO. 

Dr. Elton Burke, of the BSC; Drs. Win- 
field Fretz and M. C, Lehman, MCC; Dave 
Swift, AFSC; and Paul Comly French, 
Barrett Hollister and E. Gordon Alderfer 
of the NSBRO attended the meeting. 


C. O.s and the Law 


The US. Supreme Court on Feb. 3 heard 
the claim of Arthur Billings that the army 
has no right to consider a man inducted if 
he refuses to take the oath or be finger- 
printed. 

Decision in the latest CO case to reach 
the Supreme Court was expected later this 
month, although the NSBRO admitted that 
the decision had lost much of its former 
significance. 

Selective Service and the army now give 
every registrant a pre-induction physical, 
thereby eliminating the problem of “At 
what point are you in the army?” which 
had involved a number of COs. Previously, 
the final physical exam, if successful, and 
induction were simultaneous to anyone who 
didn’t have a IV-E classification. 

Billings, a former instructor at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, reported to a Kansas in- 
duction station 18 months ago for his final 
physical although he had been denied a 
IV-E status. He has spent much of the 
time since in an army guardhouse for re- 
fusing the oath and fingerprint procedure. 
Meanwhile he applied for a writ of habeas 
corpus to test the legality of the army’s 
jurisdiction. 

If he wins his case, he will be tried for 
refusing army induction by a civil court 
rather than by army court martial. 

Earlier in the month, the Supreme Court 
held, five to four, that Jehovah’s Witnesses 
“may be free to become martyrs them- 
selves,” but had no right “to make martyrs 
of their children before they have reached 
the age of full and legal discretion.” 

The opinion upheld the conviction of 
Mrs. Sarah Prince of Brockton, Mass., who 
was convicted for supplying literature to 
her nine-year-old niece for sale on street 
corners. 

In dissenting, Justice Murphy declared 
that danger and thereby martyrdom to 
children selling religious literature on the 
streets was so “exceedingly remote” that 
there was no excuse for prohibiting it. 


Zucker Case 


In Buffalo, N. Y., Federal Judge John 
Knight denied a writ of habeas corpus to 


Jack W. Zucker, Big Flats camper who . 


claimed that his detention in CPS was 
illegal. Zucker was challenging the govern- 
ment’s right to conscript men for civilian 
service and the legality of enforced service 
without pay. 

In denying the petition, Judge Knight 
wrote : 

“Counsel for the petitioner depicts the 
condition of the groups of conscientious 
objectors in the various camps as border- 
ing on the lowest type of slavery. 

“Even be it so, it is not to be compared 
with the condition at times of the men on 
the battle fronts, coupled as it is with 
oF immediate danger of loss of limb or 
ife 

“The conscientious objector may well be 
pleased that he is secure from the danger 
of war, if he can satisfy his own sense of 
loyalty in his attitude.” 

Zucker intended to appeal the decision, 
it was understood. 


Bob Brooks 


The same issues, plus the legality of the 
military influence in CPS, were also being 
challenged last week by R. Boland Brooks 
who had a preliminary hearing in Manhattan 
for refusal to report to CPS. 

Brooks, formerly director of the NCCO 
in Washington, was ordered to report to 
camp Oct. 21. 


CPS Taxes 


In regard to taxes, CPS men are classed 
as civilians. 

Like everybody else not in the armed 
forces, all assignees who during 1943 earned 
more than their exemptions (single men 
$500; married with individual income of 
$624 or combined income of $1,200) or who 
paid a tax on 1942 income are expected to 
file a return by March 15. 

If the amount already paid through the 
withholding tax equals or exceeds the total 
amount of tax due, no further payment is 
necessary. If more money is due, this must 
be paid in full immediately. 

CPS men are not included in the Soldiers 
and Sailors Civil Relief Act which provides 
deferment for those unable to pay. Neither 
are they included in the $1,500 service pay 
exemption. 

CPS wives who work are entitled to the 
full exemption of $1,248 (or $24 weekly) 
despite the fact that the tax certificate 
stipulates that husband and wife must be 
living together to claim the amount. 

he Treasury Department has stated in- 
formally that, because in the case of both 
CPS and military wives, the separation is 
entirely involuntary, the full exemption 
would be allowed. 

In addition, if a CPS wife contributes to 
the support of her husband, not individually 
but through one of the church groups, she 
is entitled to claim the entire amount up 
to 15 per cent of her income as a charity 
exemption. 

Regarding the men in several mental hos- 
pital units who are being forced to pay 
withholding tax on their $15 monthly allow- 
ance, the NSBRO was still awaiting a ruling 
from the Collector of Internal Revenue. 

Assignees with some particular problem 
as to how CPS affects their taxes should 
write to Tue Reporter, NSBRO, for further 
advice. 


Foreign Service 


The Chinese Government has made a 
fresh request for a CPS unit, it was under- 
stood last week, but overtures to Congress- 
man Joe Starnes, Ala., indicated that he 
still intended to oppose the idea. 

Starnes was quoted as saying that he had 
no objection to training courses carried on 
as part of the present camp structure, but 
had not changed his mind on more formal 
training or foreign service for COs. 

As a result, the NSBRO feared that the 
clause in the Appropriations Act prohibiting 
college training or foreign service might be 
extended for another year this summer. 
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Molehill Dep’t 


On his Sunday night broadcast about a 
month ago, Walter Winchell warned the 
nation to watch for startling developments 
at Camp Waldport, Ore. 

The story would break in the local paper, 
he said, and Portland papers were asked to 
take notice. 

Several days later, the Lincoln County 
Times, in its gossip column “Ramblin’ 
Around,” quoted with little comment sev- 
eral passages from the “War Elegies” writ- 
ten by William Everson, Waldport camper, 
and published at the camp. 

It also referred to another pamphlet 
which it said contained the phrase “He 
raised his arm straight up, in front of him, 
palm downward in salute.” 

Further on in the column, interspersed 
with predictions of blessed events, was the 
question, “What was in those "packages 
sent to Tule Lake (relocation camp) about 
one year ago?” 

Portland papers failed to “take notice” 
and Winchell has made no further state- 
ment. 


Cooking School 


A cooking school for AFSC campers is 
being conducted at the Coleville, Cal., 
camp from Feb. 14 to April 8. Fourteen 
men are enrolled. 


Farm School 


The Mennonite Central Committee is 
conducting a Farm and Community School 
at the Hagerstown, Md., camps to prepare 
its men for a farming career in the post- 
war world. 

In addition to classes in soils, crops, farm 
management and farm accounting, the 
course offers studies of rural and community 
life, in keeping with the feeling of the MCC 
that its “greatest contribution can be made 
in the field of the rural community.” Ac- 
cording to the prospectus: 

“The second objective concerns itself with 
farming as a way of life and the rural 
community as a site for achieving the 
‘good life” Rural institutions such as the 
farm family, country school, small town, 
local government, rural hospitals, rural 
libraries, and rural education will be studied 
and discussed. 

“The role of the Church will be strongly 
emphasized. Rural problems of taxation, 
renting, farm credit, living standards, and 
community welfare ‘and service are to be 
surveyed. It is hoped that an apprecia- 
tion can be gained for the government 
agencies such as SCS, FSA, etc., which func- 
tion for the benefit of the rural popula- 
tions.” 

The permanent and visiting faculty will 
include Ralph Beechy, school director; 
Carl Beadles; Dr. Winfield Fretz; Dr. Mel- 
vin Gingerich; Dr. Guy Hershberger; O. E. 
Baker; Dr. Arthur Morgan; and technical 
men from the Soil Conservation staff. 

Started Jan. 22, the school is scheduled 
to run until May 22 at two units of the 
Hagerstown camp, Clear Spring, MCC; and 
Williamsport, BSC. 


W ood Pulp 


The NSBRO passed on to Forestry Serv- 
ice headquarters last week objections from 
Camp Kane, Pa., that their wood cutting 


project was being used for the war effort. 

For the past year or more, numbers of 
Kane campers have refused to participate in 
the camp’s timber stand improvement proj- 
ect, believing that the wood being sold by 
the government to private companies was 
not being used in the production of paper 
as previously announced. 

Their suspicions were confirmed by a 
reply from = W. Va. Pulp and Paper Co., 
to an NSBRO query. Addressed to the 
“Unconscious Objectors’ Service,” the reply 
declared that the wood was not being used 
in the manufacture of paper “and it is most 
unfortunate if some of the wood cut by 
these men will be used for fuel wood to 
keep them warm.” 

Both the Brethren Service Committee 
and the NSBRO have asked Forestry Serv- 
ice henceforth not to enter into any such 
contracts without definite knowledge of 
where the wood is ultimately going. 


Lapine Physician 


Dr. Franklin P. Wherry has agreed to 
act as assignee physician at the government 
camp at Lapine, Ore., it was understood 
last week, after first refusing to accept the 
post. 

Dr. Wherry was transferred under pro- 
test from Camp Elkton, Ore., where he was 
serving as staff physician, to assume similar 
duties at Lapine. Despite his recent agree- 
ment to act as camp doctor, he still hopes 
to be replaced and transferred out, he 
stated, however. 


Camp Move 


The Santa Barbara, Cal., CPS Camp, 
BSC, is moving in toto 350 miles north to 
Belden, Cal., by April 1. 

In their new location, the men will work 
in both the Plumas and Lassen National 
a fighting fires and doing other forestry 
work. 

After inspecting the new site, Harold 
Row, BSC executive camp director, de- 
clared that the project and equipment were 
superior to Santa Barbara but the location 
would probably not be so much appre- 
ciated. 


From the Papers 


From the writings of Napoleon, reprinted 
in the American Friend: 


The more I study the world, the more I 
am convinced of the inability of force to 
create anything durable. Alexander, Caesar, 
Charlemagne, and I myself have founded 
empires; but upon what did those creations 
of our genius depend? They depended 
upon force. Jesus Christ founded his em- 
pire upon love and to this very day mil- 
lions would die for him. 


From the Congressional Record, a speech 
by Representative William J. Miller, Conn., 
on the Japanese atrocity stories: 

I am cutting the story out of the Wash- 
ington Post of this morning and will have 
it placed on the walls of my office. Any- 
one who tries to talk to me about nego- 
tiated peace or Peace Now will be requested 
to read that story. 


From AP dispatches, Washington, D. C., 
and New York City: 


(Martin Dies, chairman of the Dies Com- 
mittee) said his 1944 program also calls 





for an investigation of Peace Now, an or- 
ganization advocating negotiated peace. 


In New York, Bessie Simon, secretary of 
Peace Now, said: 


“We are happy to have the Dies Commit- 
tee come here and investigate everything. 
All our financial records are open, and as 
of Jan. 1, we had spent about $2,500 which 
was given to us by individuals who simply 
wanted to join in the work for a nego- 
tiated peace.’ 


From a Washington Post column “When 
Pacifists Decide to Fight” by Robert T. 
Oliver: 


It is no accident that Oliver Cromwell 
observed that Christians make the best 
fighters. It takes a deep-seated faith to 
carry the soldiers through the horrors of 
the battlefield. “There are no atheists in 
foxholes” as many front line observers 
have pointed out. 

Many a chaplain who plunges into battle- 
lines with his men today was preaching the 
virtues of peace from his pulpit gay 
And he will be again tomorrow. Now his 
only thought is to make that tomorrow 
come as quickly as it may. 


From an editorial, the St. Paul, Minn., 
Dispatch: 


Whenever a conscientious objector runs 
afoul the government his name and offense 
lives for a day in the headlines and then 
he is forgotten for the duration. There are 
few Lew Ayers to fire the imaginations and 
sympathies of those who have made per- 
sonal sacrifices in this war; there are few 
COs who have a hold on the affections of 
any formidable group. 

Most of them are very humble men, con- 
fused, bewildered and dazed by the turn of 
events that ‘has brought them into the 
limelight. . 

At Sader Sake Mont., the U. S. Forest 
Service maintains a parachute fire fighters’ 
training school. The student body of this 
school is largely made up of COs, and they 
are risking their lives almost daily as they 
train for rescue work in almost inaccessible 
mountain country 


Some of them have achieved the acclaim 
of high government offitials, some have 
found immortality as heroes to a cause far 
removed from the drama of war. But 
whether they attain the heights of heroism 
or the mere personal realization of making 
a contribution to human welfare, it must 
be said of the “conchies” at Seeley Lake 
that they indeed are serving their govern- 
ment. 





